
Ezra & Nehemiah- Week of August 13

Introduction (Perspective) Questions for Ezra & Nehemiah 
Who wrote them? 

When were they written? 

To whom were they written? 

In what style/genre were they written? 

Why were they written? 

Day 1- Ezra 1-2 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 

Read the complete book of Ezra. Reading the book of Ezra will take about 30-45 minutes.  It is 
okay if it takes multiple days to read the book of Ezra through completely. As you read, draw a 
box around the words “house of God,” “temple of God,” “house of the Lord,” etc.  Box any 
mention of the house or temple of God.   
 
(For example- Verse 2-3“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The Lord, the God of heaven, has 
given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3 Whoever is among you of all his people, may his God be with 
him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the Lord, the 
God of Israel—he is the God who is in Jerusalem.) 

You may also want to make notes in the margins, and underline or mark things that you notice.  
We will spend the rest of the fall working through the books of Ezra & Nehemiah, but this week 
we will really focus on Ezra 1-2. 

We are going to change the way that we have been practicing memorization.  We will all work 
to memorize one key verse in Ezra over the next several weeks.  Reread Ezra 9:9 a couple of 
times.  Then write it down on a card or piece of paper (or type it into your phone).  If you learn 
by writing, maybe write the verse several times.  

Pray that God would teach you more about Himself through the book of Ezra.  Thank Him 
for the things He showed you today about Himself.  Praise Him that He does not leave us as 
slaves, but instead extends His steadfast love to us. 
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Day 2- Ezra 1 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word.  
Read Ezra 1 two times.  As you read, underline the locations mentioned- Persia, Jerusalem, 
Judah. 

What connection does Cyrus, king of Persia, have with the Israelite people? (see 2 Chronicles 
36:19-20) 

What does Cyrus proclaim? 
 What will be built? 
  
 Where will it be built? 

 Who will build it? 

Why does the temple need to be rebuilt? (see 2 Chronicles 36:19-20 again) How would the 
Israelites be feeling about the destruction of the temple?  What was the importance of the 
temple? (see 2 Chronicles 6:20, 7:1, 7:16) 

Cyrus, the king of Persia, is not a worshipper of the one true God; he would have worshipped 
pagan gods.  What led him to make this proclamation (see verse 1)? Why would he send the 
people back to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem? 

In verse 1, it says that this happened “that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might 
be fulfilled.”  What did Jeremiah prophesy that is being fulfilled here?  (see Jeremiah 
25:12-14 and 32:26-30 & 36-38) 

What do we learn about God from Ezra 1?  What attributes or characteristics do you see? 

Pray praising God for the characteristics you see in this passage.  Thank Him that because 
He does not change, those attributes are as true today as they were for Israel in Ezra 1.  
Ask God to continue to open your eyes as you study His Word this week that you may know 
Him more and be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
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Day 3- Ezra 1 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
Read Ezra 1.  As you read, circle every time God is mentioned- “the Lord”, “God”, etc. 

Interpret 
Paraphrase (or write in your own words) Cyrus’s proclamation in Ezra 1. What is the author’s 
main point? 

Take a few minutes to meditate on (think about/pray) Ezra 9:9.  Do you see connections 
between Ezra 9:9 and Cyrus’s proclamation? Continue to pray and meditate and practice this 
verse this month.  Hide God’s Word in your heart. 

Apply 
Read Exodus 12:29-36.  Do you notice any similarities between Israel’s exodus from the 
Egyptians and Israel’s “exodus” from exile in Persia? 

Pharaoh of Egypt let the Hebrew people go, and Cyrus of Persia made the proclamation that 
God’s people go rebuild the temple in Jerusalem. BUT who is orchestrating these exoduses? 
Who is sovereignly at work? What does this mean for us?   

God kept the promises He made through Jeremiah to give His exiled people a hope and a future 
(Jeremiah 29:11). He keeps His promises.  What comfort can you take from God’s 
faithfulness to His people? 

Exodus 12:29-36 Ezra 1

Where are God’s people? 
Are they free?

Who releases them from 
captivity?

What are God’s people 
freed to do?

Where are God's people 
going?

What do God’s people 
receive as they leave?
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God “stirred up” Cyrus (vs.1) and the Hebrew leaders (vs.5).  We need God to “stir us.”  We 
cannot follow Him on our own.  Where is God stirring you up?  How is He freeing you to 
worship Him?  Where is He enabling you for a task He has for you? 

Praise God that He is sovereignly in control of all things.  He moves history to make His 
promises come true. No ruler or power can thwart His mission.  Praise Him that He keeps 
His promises.  He is faithful to His people—we can trust Him.  Pray for God to stir your 
heart.  Pray for Him to stir the hearts of others.  He is the one who can bring revival.  He 
frees us from slavery to worship Him.  
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