
Know & Love Week 2- Reading with Purpose

 

Week 1 Recap: 
What is the Bible about? 

What is the connection between our hearts and our minds when it comes to knowing and loving 
God? 

As you read and studied Psalm 102 this week, what did God teach you about Himself?  What did 
He reveal to you about us in comparison to Him? 

As you listened to the sermon this morning, were there things that Philip pointed out that you 
also noticed in the passage?  Were there things that he saw that you didn’t see in the passage? 

How did your “mind” study of God this week affect your “heart”?  Did knowing more about God 
allow you to love Him more deeply? 

Week 2: Purpose 
What is the purpose (goal, aim, etc.) behind reading and studying your Bible? 

Last week, we agreed that the Bible is primarily a book about God.  It is also helpful to note that 
while there are 66 books, the Bible is ONE book itself.  With that in mind, summarize the big 
story of the Bible in 5 statements. 
1. 

2. 

3.  

4.  

5.  
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The Metanarrative of the Bible 

Creation 
        description: 

       key passages: 

Fall 
       description: 

       key passages: 

Redemption 
       description: 

       key passages: 

Restoration 
       description: 

       key passages: 

“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself.” Luke 24:27 

Two Important Truths that Affect How We Read the Bible 

1.  Each passage in the Bible is __________________ the metanarrative. 
As you read, ask how the passage fits in God’s big story of redemption through Jesus. 

2. Each passage in the Bible is __________________ the metanarrative. 
             As you read, ask where God’s big story of redemption is being retold or foretold.  
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Examples to Practice: 

Prayer 
-Thank God for creating us, knowing we would fail Him.  Thank Him for having a plan to 
redeem us from the beginning of time.  Thank Him for loving us through the Fall.  Thank Him 
for sending Jesus to redeem us and give us the promise of full restoration when He returns. 
Thank Him for never giving up on us. Praise Him for His faithfulness. 
- Ask God to help you to see and understand more and more of His big story of the Bible. Ask 
Him to open your eyes as He opened the eyes of the disciples on the road to Emmaus so that they 
could see Christ proclaimed throughout the whole Bible.  Pray that knowing this story would 
transform your heart through the renewing of your mind.  Pray that you can love God more fully 
because you know Him better through His Word.  

How does this story/passage fit in the 
metanarrative?

How does this passage point to or 
retell the metanarrative?

Noah 
(Genesis 6-9 
esp. 6:5-22, 
8:15-20, 9:20-21)

Jonah 
(Jonah 1:1-3:5)

David’s Psalm of 
Repentance 
Psalm 51

Saul/Paul 
(Acts 9)
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Day 1- Genesis 50:15-21 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
In order to understand this week’s passage, you need to know more about Joseph.  Here 
are some key facts and passages that will give you an overview of Joseph’s story.  If you 
have time, I would recommend reading Genesis 30, 37, and 39-50 carefully to better 
understand Joseph.   

Read Genesis 50:15-21 Three Times 

Genesis 50: 15-21 
15 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will 

hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16 So they sent a message to Joseph, 

saying, “Your father gave this command before he died: 17 ‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the 

transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.”’ And now, please 

forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke 

to him. 18 His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your 

servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20 As for you, 

• God made a covenant with Abraham and his descendants that He would be their God and 
they would be His people. (Genesis 17:1-8) 

• Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob. Jacob (who later became 
Israel) had 12 sons, one of whom (the favorite) was Joseph (Gen. 37:3).  

• Joesph had prophetic dreams that showed his brothers bowing down to him.  Between his 
father’s favoritism and these dreams, the brothers resented Joseph (Gen. 37).  

• The brothers sold him into slavery in Egypt and faked his death to their father (Gen. 37). 
• Joseph became a valued servant in Potiphar’s house, but then Potiphar’s wife made false 

accusations against Joseph, landing him in prison (Gen. 39). 
• Joseph interpreted two prisoners’ dreams correctly.  When Pharaoh himself had dreams he 

could not understand, one of the prisoners remembered Joseph, and he was brought to 
interpret Pharaoh’s dreams (Gen. 40-41). 

• Joseph saw through Pharaohs dreams that a famine was coming, and Pharaoh put him in 
charge of preparing the nation for the famine giving him a position of power and prestige 
(Gen. 41).   

• Several years later, Joseph’s brothers come to Egypt to buy food during the famine. (Gen. 
42) 

• Joseph shows mercy to them, forgiving them and eventually welcoming his entire family 
into Egypt providing a home and food. (Gen. 42-46) 

• This all culminates in Genesis 50, when Joseph’s father Jacob (Israel) dies.  
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you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should 

be kept alive, as they are today. 21 So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” 

Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.  

Observation Questions 

• What are Joseph’s brothers afraid of?  Why are they afraid? 

• When Joseph’s brothers come to him for forgiveness, what is his response? 

• In verse 19, Joseph acknowledges that He is not God.  What does He mean by that?  How is 
God different than him?  What does he not have the authority to do? Why? 

• Which verse would you mark as the key verse in this passage (and for all of Joseph’s life)? 

• As you look over Joseph’s life and this passage specifically, where is God? What is He doing?   

• What can we learn about God from this passage and from Joseph’s life in general? 

Pray that God would teach you more about Himself through this passage.  Thank Him for 
the things He showed you today about Himself. 
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Day 2- Genesis 50:15-21 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word.  
Read Genesis 50:15-21 Two Times 

Where does the story of Joseph fit in the metanarrative of the Bible?  (creation, fall, redemption, 
or restoration) 

Do you see elements of the metanarrative retold in Joseph’s story?  Are there ways that Joseph’s 
small story points to the bigger story of God redeeming His people through Jesus? 

What similarities do you see between Jesus and Joseph? 

This summer, we are studying the attributes or characteristics of God through a series called 
“Behold Your God.”  So far we have seen that God is infinite (Isaiah 40:12-13), independent 
(Isaiah 40:22:23), eternal (Psalm 90:2), and unchanging (Psalm 102:27).  This week Philip is 
going to preach Genesis 50:15-21 and focus on the sovereignty of God. 

Look up the word sovereign in a dictionary and write a definition below. 

Reread Genesis 50:20 (maybe this was the key verse you identified).  Then, read Genesis 39:2-3, 
39:21-23, 41:39, 45:5-9. Look for the message that runs throughout Joseph’s life. 
Yesterday I asked you where God is in the story of Joesph.  Who is responsible/to blame for all 
that Joseph has been through? (It is okay to struggle with this question.) 

Write Genesis 50:20 on a notecard or in your phone or somewhere that you will see it often.  
Take a few minutes to meditate on (think about/pray) verse 20.  What does this verse say about 
God? What does this say about us? 

Pray praising God for His sovereignty over all creation. Thank Him that He is Lord even 
when we do not understand and even when life is hard.  Thank Him for being faithful to 
Joseph through his suffering.  Ask Him to help you understand his sovereignty as you 
continue to study Joseph’s life. Thank Him that through man’s evil intentions, you bring 
good. Pray that we will trust His goodness and power. 



Know & Love Week 2- Reading with Purpose

Day 3- Genesis 50:15-21 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
Read Genesis 50:15-21 

Paraphrase (or write in your own words) vs.20. 

Take a few minutes to meditate on (think about/pray) verse 20.  After reading it several times, try 
to recite it (or write it) without looking at your Bible or paper.  Continue practicing this verse this 
week until you have it committed to memory.  Store God’s Word in your heart. 

Reads Acts 2:22-36. This is Peter's sermon at Pentecost right after the Holy Spirit came and not 
long after Jesus' ascension back into heaven. In verse 23, Peter says that Jesus was delivered up 
to be crucified and killed. Who delivered him up? Peter says it was planned. Whose plan was it 
that Jesus would die? 

Are those that crucified Jesus responsible for His death?  

In verses 25-28, Peter quotes Psalm 16:8-11. He is showing that Jesus's death was part of God's 
plan from the beginning. What does it mean for God to be sovereign in Jesus' death like He was 
sovereign in Joseph's suffering? 

How did God ultimately show that He was sovereign over Jesus' death? (Hint: 3 days later) 

Are there areas of your life where you feel like God is absent or not in control? Explain. 

How should seeing God's sovereignty over Joseph and Jesus' suffering affect how we see our 
own suffering? How should it affect how we see God? 
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Peter's sermon focused on proving that God had intended for Jesus to die. He is arguing God's 
sovereignty in Christ's death and then proclaiming Christ's resurrection. When Peter finished his 
sermon, the people were moved and asked how to respond (notice, the sermon just told them 
what God has done—not what all they needed to do). They repented and about 3,000 people 
were baptized. May His sovereignty move us to repentance as those who heard Peter's sermon 
were moved. 

Pray praising God that He is sovereign over all.  Praise Him that He knows what is best, 
has the power to make it happen, and that He loves us enough to do it.  Praise Him that He 
is sovereign in Christ’s death and His resurrection. Praise Him that He is sovereign in all of 
the Bible and He is sovereign in our daily lives. Confess areas where you are not trusting 
His sovereign rule.  Ask Him to be Lord over all of your life.   

Resources: 
Jen Wilkin’s Women of the Word: How to Study the Bible with Both Our Hearts & Our Minds 
Jen Wilkin’s None Like Him: 10 Ways God is Different From Us (and Why That’s a Good Thing) 
Trevin Wax’s Gospel-Centered Teaching: Showing Christ in All the Scriptures 
Matthew S. Harmon’s Asking the Right Questions: A Practical Guide to Understanding and 
Applying the Bible 


