
Know & Love Week 3- Reading with Perspective

 

Recap: 
What is the purpose (goal, aim, etc.) behind reading and studying your Bible? 

What is the big story of the Bible? 

As you read and studied Joseph’s life this week, what did God teach you about Himself?  How 
did He challenge you to act or think differently? 

As you listened to the sermon this morning, were there things that Philip pointed out that you 
also noticed in the passage?  Were there things that he saw that you didn’t see in the passage? 

Week 3: Perspective 
Last week, we acknowledged that the Bible is ONE book telling ONE story.  BUT It is also 66 
books telling many different smaller stories written by different authors to different audiences.   
To understand any verse fully and accurately, we must put it into right ____________________ .  

1. Book By Book- The _____________________ Context Matters 
We must read each verse in connection with the verses and book around it. 
 

 
  

Examples: 
Philippians 4:13  
Ephesians 5:22  
1 Corinthians 10:13 
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The best way to read the Bible in right perspective is ___________________________  
discovering the _________________________________ of the text.

Bible 

book 
chapter 

verse

Each verse is part of a chapter, and  
each chapter is part of a book and  
each book is part of the greater book, the 
Bible.  
The verse has to fit within the message of the 
chapter and of the book and of the Bible as a 
whole.  Taking a verse out of its literary 
context risks misunderstanding.
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2. Discovering the Original Meaning of the Text- The _________________ Context Matters 
We must read each verse with the original audience, author, and style in mind. 

The Bible was written ______ us but not _______ us.  Jen Wilkin in Women of the Word says it 
this way: “The message of the Bible transcends its original audience, but it cannot be severed 
from its original audience…Before we can ask ‘What does this mean to me?’ we must ask, ‘What 
did this text mean to its original audience?” (p.67). 
“Before you can hear it with your ears, hear it with theirs.  Before you can understand it today, 
understand it back then” (p.63)  A text cannot mean now for us what it never could have meant 
then for its original audience. 

5 Questions to Research Before Reading a Passage/Book 
1. Who wrote it? 
James 1:1-2 
Philippians 4:13 

2. When was it written? 
Jeremiah 29:11 

3. To whom was it written? 
Matthew 1-4 

4. In what style/genre was it written? 
• historical narrative 
• parables/storytelling 
• poetry 
• law 

• wisdom literature 
• prophecy 
• epistle 

Proverbs 22:6 
Revelation 

5. Why was it written? 
John 20:31 

Recommended Resource: The ESV (or NIV or NLT) Study Bible 
Prayer 
-Thank God for His Word.  Thank Him that He spoke through human authors to human 
audiences long ago  Thank Him that His Word is inerrant- it cannot be wrong.  Thank Him that 
He has preserved the Word for us, and that though it was written then and for them, it is true 
today and for us.  Thank Him that we can trust His Word completely. 
- Ask God to help you to read His Word as it deserves to be read.  Praise Him that the Bible 
is truly the best book ever written.  Ask Him to open your eyes to the literary and historical 
contexts of what you read.  Beg Him to show you the true meaning of each text.  Ask Him to 
guide you as you read and study His word this week.  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Day 1- Exodus 34:6-7 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 

Read Exodus 34:6-7 Three Times 

Exodus 34:6-7 
6 The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and 

gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast 

love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear 

the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's children, to the 

third and the fourth generation.” 

Observation Questions 

• Who is speaking in this passage?  

• What does God tell us about Himself in this passage? List attributes, characteristics, and 
description of God that you see in this passage. 

In order to better understand this week’s passage, we need to look at it with perspective. 
Look in your Bible or Study Bible or do some additional research online to answer the 
following questions about the historical context. You can use my answers on the following 
page to fill in anything you cannot find. 

Who wrote the book of Exodus? 

When was it written? 

To whom was it written? 

In what style/genre was it written? 

Why was it written? 
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Authorship of Exodus (as well as the other first four book of the Bible) has traditionally been 
attributed primarily to Moses. It was written to the Israelites after the exodus around 1500BC as 
a historical narrative.  It is an epic story documenting the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt.  It 
is not just a history of how Israel became a nation, but a theological argument for how God 
fulfilled his promises to make them a great nation. God is given the credit for their rescue. 

Now, we also need to look at this passage in the literary context of the book of Exodus. 
• After Joseph, God’s people were multiplying and this intimidated the Egyptian Pharaoh. To 

control them, Pharaoh enslaved and abused the Israelites. (Exodus 1) 
• God sent Moses to rescue the Israelites from slavery. Through many miracles (10 Plagues 

culminating in the Passover, the Crossing of the Red Sea, Mana from Heaven, Water from 
Rocks, etc.), God delivered His people out of slavery. (Exodus 7-17) 

• God called Moses up to Mount Sinai where He gave him the 10 Commandments- the Law for 
how God’s people should live, as well as other laws. (Exodus 19-31) 

• While Moses was on the mountain, the Israelites built a golden calf and worshipped it.  After 
all that God had done for them (remember the miracles), they were still worshipping other 
gods. (Exodus 32) 

• When Moses saw their sin, he was angry and destroyed the tablets containing the 10 
Commandments from the Lord. (Exodus 32) 

• In Chapter 34, God is giving Moses the Law again.  He is remaking His commitment with 
Israel that He is their God and they are His people. Right before He renews His covenant with 
Moses and Israel, we get verses 6 & 7. 

How does looking at the entire book of Exodus or even chapters 32&34 affect how we 
understand Exodus 34:6-7?  Does knowing the sin of the Israelites change how you see 
these verses?  

Take a few minutes to think about what Exodus 34:6would have meant to the Israelite people.  
We are going to try to commit it to memory this week.  Today, reread this verse a couple more 
times, and then write it down on a card or piece of paper (or type it into your phone).  If you 
learn by writing, maybe write the verse several times. 

Pray that God would teach you more about Himself through this passage.  Thank Him for 
the things He showed you today about Himself. 
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Day 2- Exodus 34:6-7 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word.  
Read Exodus 34:6-7 Three Times 

Where does the Exodus 34 fit in the metanarrative of the Bible?  (creation, fall, redemption, or 
restoration) 

Do you see elements of the metanarrative retold in this story?  Are there ways that the Israelites’ 
exodus, their idolatry, Moses’ anger, and God’s words in Exodus 34:6-7 point to the bigger story 
of God redeeming His people through Jesus? 

This summer, we are studying the attributes or characteristics of God through a series called 
“Behold Your God.”  So far we have seen that God is infinite (Isaiah 40:12-13), independent 
(Isaiah 40:22-23), eternal (Psalm 90:2), unchanging (Psalm 102:27), and sovereign (Genesis 
50:20).  This week Philip is going to preach Exodus 34:6-7 and focus on God’s grace. 

Look up the word gracious in a dictionary and write a definition below. 

Exodus 34:6-7 is quoted over and over again throughout the Bible to describe God. 
Read 3 (or more) of the following verses & notice the context for each cross-reference. Why 
does the author of each passage quote Exodus 34:6-7?  
Numbers 14:18 
Nehemiah 9:17, 31 
Psalm 86:5 

Psalm 86:15 
Joel 2:13 
Psalm 145:8 

Psalm 103:8 
2 Chronicles 30:9 
Micah 7:18  

Take a few minutes to meditate on (think about/pray) Exodus 34:6.  What does it mean for you 
that God is merciful, gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love? Read it to 
yourself several times, and then try writing it or saying it without looking at the verse.  Check 
behind yourself and see what words you do not have memorized yet.  

Pray praising God for His grace. Thank Him for giving us good gifts that we do not 
deserve.  Thank Him for the ultimate gracious gift of our salvation through His one and 
only Son’s death on the cross. Thank Him for His mercy that are sins have been paid for 
and there is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 
8:1). Rejoice in His steadfast, never-failing, never-giving up love. 
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Day 3- Exodus 34:6-7 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
Read Exodus 34:6-7 Two Times 

Paraphrase (or write in your own words) Exodus 34:6-7. 

Take a few minutes to meditate on (think about/pray) Exodus 34:6.  After reading it, try to 
recite (or write) it without looking at your Bible or paper.  Continue practicing this verse this 
week until you have committed it to memory.  Store God’s Word in your heart.  

From Exodus 34:6-7 and the book of Exodus as a whole and numerous cross-references, we 
know that the God of the Old Testament is merciful, gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love.  As we also know, God never changes.  In the New Testament, we see His mercy, 
grace, and love over and over again, culminating in the cross and resurrection.  

Read the parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15:11-32. 
This is a parable.  It is a story Jesus told to illustrate a greater message.  How would you describe 
the father in this parable? Who does the father represent? 

Jesus told this parable in response to criticism that He was receiving and eating with sinners (vs.
2).  When we put that with this storyline, we know that the father is God (or Jesus). 
What does this parable tell us about God? 

The word “prodigal” means lavish or recklessly extravagant.  The parable is often called “The 
Parable of the Prodigal Son” because the son spends his inheritance recklessly, living an 
extravagant, wasteful, and lavish life until the money runs out.  Tim Keller (a pastor and writer in 
NYC) has argued that this parable could also be called “The Parable of the Prodigal God.”  
What about God is prodigal (lavish and recklessly extravagant)? 

Read Colossians 3:12-14.  What should our response be to God’s extravagant grace? 

Pray thanking God that His grace is extravagant.  Thank Him that He loves us with 
reckless abandon.  Praise Him that He is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love. Pray that we would show mercy and grace to those around us.  
Pray that you can be slow to anger.  May our love for God and our neighbor abound.
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