
Know & Love Week 4- Reading with a Process

 

Recap: 
What is the purpose (goal, aim, etc.) behind reading and studying your Bible? 

What is the big story of the Bible? 

As you read and studied Exodus 34:6-7 this week, what did God teach you about Himself?  How 
did He challenge you to act or think differently? 

As you listened to the sermon this morning, were there things that Philip pointed out that you 
also noticed in the passage?  Were there things that he saw that you didn’t see in the passage? 

Week 4: Process 
How do you read the Bible? What is your process? (Ex. I read a chapter from the Old Testament 
and a chapter from the New Testament. Or maybe, I read a daily devotional.) 

Do you find reading the Bible difficult or easy? Why? 

The Bible deserves to be read _________________________.  
The problem is that we are ____________________________. 

Why don’t we know the Bible?  
Why aren’t we reading the Bible? 

We started this summer talking about how the Bible is one book about God.  It is His story!  He 
created us, we sinned and fell, He is redeeming us through Christ, and one day there will be 
complete restoration!  Last week, we said that we should read the Bible book by book 
discovering the original meaning of the text. But how do we actually do this? What are some 
processes/ strategies/ methods for reading the Bible?  

3 Step Process 
1. _____________________ 
2. _____________________ 
3. _____________________ 
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1. Observe- What does the passage say? 
- Repeated Reading 
- Annotation- Mark Up the Passage 

- Are there any repeated words or phrases ? Mark them! 
- Are there any repeated ideas or concepts? Mark them! 
- Are there words you do not know or may not fully understand? Look them up! 
- Are there transition words such as “therefore”? If so, what are they “there for”? 
- Are there purpose words such as “for,” “because,” “in order,” etc.? Why? 

- What does this passage tell us about God?  
- Look for attributes or characteristics of God and write them in the margins. 

- Write down questions you have or mark parts that you do not understand. 
- Write down the subject/topic for each section in the margin. 
- Outline the passage so that you can get a good grasp on how it flows. 

2. Interpret- What does the passage mean? 
- Purpose-Where does this fit in the metanarrative and how does it point to the metanarrative? 

- Where is the fall? Where is the sin problem? (Identify the fallen condition.) 
- How is Jesus the answer? How is God redeeming the world? (Identify the gospel solution.) 

- Perspective-Literary and Historical Context 
- What do we know about the author and audience? Why did the author write this? 
- In what style is this written? Why did the author write this was with these words? 
- What happened right before this passage? What happened right after? 

- What do the symbols or illustrations mean? 
- Cross References- Make connections to other parts of the Bible because the Bible tells one 

story!  One passage cannot actually contradict another passage. 
- Paraphrasing and Summarizing (part or all of the passage)- Put it in your words! What is the 

author saying? What is the main point? 
- Study Bible or Commentary- After grappling with the text yourself, it is often helpful to read 

what other people have said about the passage. 

3. Apply- How should it change me? 
- What does the passage teach me about God? 
- How does this aspect of God's character change my view of self? 
- What should I do in response?  

- Is there a Sin to confess? 
- Is there a Promise to claim? 
- Is there an Attitude to change? 
- Is there a Command to obey? 
- Is there an Example to follow? 

- Is there a Prayer to pray? 
- Is there an Error to avoid? 
- Is there a Truth to believe? 
- Is there Something for which to praise 

God? 
- What does God want me to think? 
- What does God want me to believe? 
- What does God want me to desire? 
- What does God want me to do? 
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Harmon), and Desiring God
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Matthew 6 (ESV) 
Giving to the Needy 
1“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for 
then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 
2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 
received their reward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. 

The Lord's Prayer 
5 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in 
the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, 
they have received their reward. 6 But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and 
pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

7 “And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they 
will be heard for their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need 
before you ask him. 9 Pray then like this: 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
10 Your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 

11 Give us this day our daily bread, 
12 and forgive us our debts, 

    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 
14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15 but if 
you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

Fasting 
16 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that 
their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 17 But 
when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18 that your fasting may not be seen by 
others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

Prayer 
-Thank God for His Word.  Praise Him that He chooses to speak to us.  Praise him that He is 
here with us. Thank Him for the Holy Spirit who guides us through His Word.  Ask God to help 
you read His Word as it deserves to be read. Ask Him to open your eyes, to renew your mind, 
and to transform your heart. Pray that you can grow closer to God through His Word this week.  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Isaiah 6:1-7 

1 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high 

and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the 

seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he 

covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory!” 

4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, 

and the house was filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; 

for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean 

lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that 

he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: 

“Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin 

atoned for.” 
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Day 1- Isaiah 6:1-7 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 

Read Isaiah 6:1-7 Three Times 

Observe 

• Who is speaking in this passage- who is “I” in verse 1? You may have to look outside of this 
passage to figure this out. 

• This passage is Isaiah’s calling into ministry. He has a vision of the Lord. How does Isaiah 
describe Him? Do you notice anything that seems to be missing from this description? Why 
would there not be a full description of God (interpretation)? 

• Seraphim are angels or heavenly hosts.  What are the Seraphim doing in this vision? 

• What is Isaiah’s response to what he sees?  Why? 

• How does the Lord respond (through a seraphim) to Isaiah? 

• Are there any words or phrases that you see repeated? 

• Is there a verse that stands out to you as a possible key verse in this passage? 

• What does Isaiah’s vision tell us about God? List attributes, characteristics, and description of 
God that you see in this passage. 

Take a few minutes to think about the seraphim’s words in verse 3.  Our God is Holy.  We are 
going to commit this verse to memory this week.  Today, reread this verse a couple more times, 
and then write it down on a card or piece of paper (or type it into your phone).  If you learn by 
writing, maybe write the verse several times. 

Pray that God would teach you more about Himself through this passage.  Thank Him for 
the things He showed you today about Himself. 
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Day 2- Isaiah 6:1-7 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word.  
Read Isaiah 6:1-7 Three Times 

Observe (cont.) 
In outlining this passage, we could break it into 3 sections. Write the main idea for each section 
below or in the margins of the passage. 
 vs. 1-3 _____________________________ 
 vs. 4-5 _____________________________ 
 vs. 6-7 _____________________________ 

Interpret 
Where does the Isaiah 6:1-7 fit in the metanarrative of the Bible?  (creation, fall, redemption, or 
restoration) 

Do you see elements of the metanarrative retold here? Where do we see the fall or a sin problem?  
Where do we see God redeeming His people? How is Jesus the answer to the problem? 

This summer, we are studying the attributes or characteristics of God through a series called 
“Behold Your God.”  So far we have seen that God is infinite (Isaiah 40:12-13), independent 
(Isaiah 40:22-23), eternal (Psalm 90:2), unchanging (Psalm 102:27), sovereign (Genesis 50:20), 
and gracious (Exodus 34:6).   This week we will focus on the holiness of God. 

Look up the word holy in a dictionary and write a definition below. 

Take a few minutes to meditate on (think about/pray) Isaiah 6:3.  What does it mean that God 
is holy? Read it to yourself several times, and then try writing it or saying it without looking at 
the verse.  Check behind yourself and see what words you do not have memorized yet.  

Isaiah was a prophet, and the book of Isaiah is prophecy to the Israelites (specifically the 
southern kingdom of Judah).  As prophecy, “it has many figurative elements,” and “its purpose is 
not simply to tell the future but to express the author’s sense of Israel’s place in God’s 
overarching redemptive plan for the world.” (ESV Study Bible) What is Isaiah telling the 
people of Israel about their (and his) relationship with God? 
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Cross References- Let’s read other passages that will help us understand what it means for God 
to be holy. 

Read 1 Samuel 2:2, Isaiah 40:25, and Hosea 11:9. Write a summary of each verse below. 
According to each verse, why is God holy? 

1 Samuel 2:2 

Isaiah 40:25 

Hosea 11:9 

John Piper summarizes God’s holiness in this way:  
“In the end, God is holy in that he is God and not man. . . . He is incomparable. His holiness is 
his utterly unique divine essence. It determines all that he is and does and is determined by no 
one. 
His holiness is what he is as God which no one else is or ever will be. Call it his majesty, his 
divinity, his greatness, his value as the pearl of great price. 
In the end, language runs out. In the word “holy,” we have sailed to the world's end in the utter 
silence of reverence and wonder and awe. There may yet be more to know of God, but that will 
be beyond words.” 
Holiness is how God is different from us.  He is set-apart and separate from all of creation. He is 
in a class all by himself.  

*If you have a study Bible or commentary, this is the time to read the information on Isaiah 
6:1-7. 

Read Psalm 99:9.  How does this verse suggest that we respond to God’s holiness?  Does this 
remind you of the actions and words of the seraphim? 

Pray praising God for His holiness.  Praise and exalt Him.  Worship at his holy mountain; 
for the Lord our God is holy. 
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Day 3- Isaiah 6:1-7 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
Read Isaiah 6:1-7 Two Times 

Interpret (cont.) 
Paraphrase (or write in your own words) what Isaiah saw and heard in this vision.  Include what 
this vision means. What is Isaiah’s main point? 

Take a few minutes to meditate on (think about/pray) Isaiah 6:3.  After reading it, try to recite 
(or write) it without looking.  Continue practicing this week. Store God’s Word in your heart.  

Apply 
Our God is holy.  He is set apart. There is none like Him.  He is pure and righteous, and no one 
can compare.  He is sacred and separate from us.  In the day 2 homework, we acknowledged that 
God’s holiness leads us to worship (Psalm 99:9 and Isaiah 6:3).  How else should God’s 
holiness affect us? Think about the actions and words of Isaiah, especially Isaiah 6:5. 

Pray and repent of your sin. You can use Romans 3:10-12 as you pray. Tell God the ways that 
you have turned away. Confess your evil, your uncleanliness. Confess that you are not holy. 

Now, Read 1 John 1:9. What does God promise us here? 

Pray praising God that when we confess, He is faithful and just to forgive us and cleanse us.  
Let His grace wash over you.  You are forgiven, as was Isaiah. 

Read 1 Peter 1:15-16.  As forgiven and cleansed followers, what are we called to do? 

Our call to holiness is also not just for our sake.  Read Isaiah 6:8. God commissions Isaiah. He 
has a mission and sends him out.  What was Isaiah’s response to God? 

Now that God has cleansed you, where is God sending you? 

Pray that you would hear the voice of the Lord and be a willing servant to follow His lead. 
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