
Know & Love Week 5- Reading with Patience

 

Recap: 
What is our goal in reading and studying the Bible? 

What is the big story of the Bible? 

Why does perspective or context matter? 

What are the three “steps” in studying a passage? Does the order matter? 

Week 5: Patience 
Should reading the Bible come easily to Christians? 

Read Luke 9:23. What does Jesus ask of His followers? 

Read John 16:33. What does Jesus promise this life will be like? 

Delighting in His Word requires our ___________________ and ______________________. 

James 1:2-4 
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing 
of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  

It may not be easy. It may feel like you are not making progress, but we can trust the Word of 
God.  Let your ___________ transform your _____________. 
Remind yourself of the truth of Isaiah 55:11.   

“so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”    
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Small Group Discussion 
• Pray together that God would open your minds and hearts to understand and be 

transformed by His Word. 
• Have someone read Isaiah 6:1-7 Aloud 

• Observe: This passage is Isaiah’s calling into ministry. He has a vision of the Lord. How does 
Isaiah describe God? 

• What does Isaiah’s vision tell us about God? List attributes, characteristics, and description of 
God that you see in this passage. 

• In outlining this passage, we broke it into 3 sections. Compare main ideas for each section. 
 vs. 1-3 _____________________________ 
 vs. 4-5 _____________________________ 
 vs. 6-7 _____________________________ 

• Interpret: Do you see elements of the metanarrative retold here? Where do we see the fall or a 
sin problem?  Where do we see God redeeming His people? How is Jesus the answer to the 
problem? 

• What does it mean for God to be holy? Why would there not be a full description of Him ? 

• Paraphrase (or write in your own words) what Isaiah saw and heard in this vision.  Include 
what this vision means. What is Isaiah’s main point? 

• Apply: How should we respond to God’s holiness (consider the responses of the seraphim and 
of Isaiah)? 

• In the passage following this passage, God commissions Isaiah to be a prophet to the Israelites.  
How did Isaiah’s vision prepare him for this call? 

Pray that God would show us His holiness, and that His holiness would lead us to worship 
and repentance.  Pray that we would be willing servants going wherever He leads us. 
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Exodus 20:1-17 
And God spoke all these words, saying, 

2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 

4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 

above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow 

down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 

fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing 

steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who 

takes his name in vain. 

8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 10 but the 

seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your 

daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your 

gates. 11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the 

seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is 

giving you. 

13 “You shall not murder. 

14 “You shall not commit adultery. 

15 “You shall not steal. 

16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male 

servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.” 

13 “You shall not murder. 

14 “You shall not commit adultery. 

15 “You shall not steal. 

16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male 

servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.” 
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Day 1- Exodus 20:4-6 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 

Read Exodus 20:1-17. Then focus on Exodus 20:4-6. Reread these three verses twice. 

Observe 
Moses is on Mt. Sinai where God is going to give Him the 10 Commandments- His rules for His 
people.  Where does God start (vs.2)? What is His “introduction”? 

Why does verse 2 matter? How does it lead into the 10 Commandments? 

List the 10 Commandments. 
 1. 
 2. 
 3. 
 4. 
 5. 
 6. 
 7. 
 8. 
 9. 
 10. 

Are any of these commands difficult to understand? 

This summer, we are studying the attributes or characteristics of God through a series called 
“Behold Your God.”  So far we have seen that God is infinite (Isaiah 40:12-13), independent 
(Isaiah 40:22-23), eternal (Psalm 90:2), unchanging (Psalm 102:27), sovereign (Genesis 50:20), 
gracious (Exodus 34:6), and holy (Isaiah 6:3). How does God describe Himself in Exodus 
20:5? 

Look up the word jealous in a dictionary and write a definition below. 

What else is Moses telling the people of Israel about God through verses 5 & 6?  

Pray that God would teach you more about Himself through this passage.  Thank Him for 
the things He showed you today about Himself. 
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Day 2- Exodus 20:4-6 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word.  
Read Exodus 20:1-17. Then focus on Exodus 20:4-6. Reread these three verses twice. 

Interpret 
Purpose: Where does Exodus 20 fit in the metanarrative of the Bible?  (creation, fall, 
redemption, or restoration) 

Do you see elements of the metanarrative retold here? Where do we see the fall or a sin problem?  
Where do we see God redeeming His people? How is Jesus the answer to the problem? 

Perspective:  Exodus 20 tells the story of when God gave Moses the 10 Commandments (for the 
first time).  He had just led His people out of slavery in Egypt through many miraculous works.  
He is now telling His people how they should live.  He is calling them to a holy lifestyle.  During 
this time, other nations were building idols (Baals) to bow down to and worship. How does 
knowing this historical context help us to understand Exodus 20, especially verses 4-6? 

Exodus is historical narrative.  It is a history of the Israelite people, but it is also told with a 
theological message.  Moses (at God’s leading) is trying to teach the Israelite people something 
about God.  On Day 1, we noted that God is jealous.  Is jealousy a good attribute or a bad 
attribute? Why? 

What does it mean for God to be jealous? Look at Isaiah 42:8, John 14:6, and Acts 4:12 to help 
you understand God’s jealousy. Why is God jealous?  What is He jealous for? Why would God 
try to keep us from creating and worshipping idols?  

How is God’s jealousy different from our own jealousy? 

“Jealousy in humans is a perversion because it implies a right that does not belong to us. … In 
us, jealousy is a form of coveting—claiming that which is not ours.  In God, jealousy is a form of 
protecting—guarding that which is precious to God, both his character and his covenant people.” 
(Christian Faith- Michael Horton) 

In verse 5 of Exodus 20 it says that God visits their iniquity. What does it mean for God to visit 
iniquity? Read Joshua 24:19-21 and Nahum 1:2-3 to help inform your understanding. 
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God’s wrath (anger) is an uncomfortable topic for many of us.  We like to talk about how God is 
loving and gracious and slow to anger, but verses about His wrath are not written on many coffee 
mugs or t-shirts.  Why is God’s wrath justified? Why is it just for Him to punish people who 
do not believe? Why is it just for God to punish those who create and serve idols? Why is it 
just for God to punish sin? 

Read Romans 6:23. What is the just/fair/right punishment for sin? In His grace, thorough Jesus’ 
substitution on the cross, what does God offer us instead? 

Take a few minutes to reflect on Isaiah 42:8.  Our God is jealous for His glory.  He deserves all 
the glory and He protects us by commanding us to worship Him alone.  We are going to commit 
this verse to memory this week.  Today, reread this verse a couple more times, and then write it 
down on a card or piece of paper (or type it into your phone).  If you learn by writing, maybe 
write the verse several times. 

Pray praising God for His jealousy.  Thank Him that He loves and pursues us. Thank Him 
that He does not share His glory for He is holy and there is none like Him.  He demands our 
faithfulness.  Thank Him that He is just, and that there is penalty for sin and for not loving 
and worshipping Him.  Praise Him for this wrath against sin and idolatry, and that He is 
going to right all of these wrongs.  Praise Him that though we deserve death, Jesus took our 
place on the cross and received the full wrath of God for us.   
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Day 3- Exodus 20:4-6 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
Read Exodus 20:1-17. Then focus on Exodus 20:4-6. Reread these three verses twice. 

Interpret (cont.) 
Paraphrase (or write in your own words) what the second commandment (vs.4-6) says.  

Take a few minutes to meditate on (think about/pray) Isaiah 42:8.  Read it to yourself several 
times, and then try writing it or saying it without looking at the verse.  Check behind yourself 
and see what words you do not have memorized yet. Continue practicing this week. Store God’s 
Word in your heart. 

Apply 
Today we are going to ask ourselves what our response should be now that we know that God is 
jealous and that His wrath will come against those who do not love and obey Him. 
God is jealous for His glory.  What does this mean for us?  Read 1 Corinthians 10:31.  

We noted earlier this week that Exodus is written in a context where there were other religions 
where people bowed down and worshipped carved idols, but idolatry is worshipping anyone or 
anything other than the one true God.  It is giving glory to a created thing instead of the creator 
(Romans 1:21-25). Is idolatry still a sin problem today? If so, what do idols look like in the 
21st century in America? 

What idols are you creating and giving glory to? It may help to ask yourself: How do you 
spend your time? How do you spend your money? What do you think about when you have 
nothing else to think about? What is your primary concern in life? 

God is just and brings wrath on sin.  There is an eternal, horrible punishment for sin and 
idolatry.  What does this mean for us? 

First, Repent of your own sin and idolatry for God is just and His wrath is coming. (Romans 2:5, 
Acts 3:19). Every sin will be paid for- by the blood of Christ or by the sinner. Confess your sin to 
God here and now and turn from it. 

We know that God punishes sin and idolatry. Other than our own repentance, what other 
implications does this have on our lives? Is this good news? How else should we respond?  What 
other applications are there for us? 
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Pray that God would continue to open your mind and heart to understand His jealousy and 
His wrath. Pray that He would help you remember that He is merciful and gracious, slow 
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.  Praise Him for His holiness and 
His purity, and that He has defeated sin and death once and for all. Pray that God would 
reveal to you the idols and sin in your life. Ask Him to show you where you are 
worshipping the created rather than the creator.  Pray that He would help you to have no 
other gods before Him. Pray that you would live daily giving glory to God alone. 
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