
Know & Love Week 5- Reading in Prayer

 

Recap: The 5 Ps of Reading the Bible 
•  Purpose- 

•  Perspective- 

•  Process- 

•  Patience- 

Week 5: Prayer 
What does reading the Bible as only an academic or scholar miss?   

See Luke 24:13-35 (Road to Emmaus) How could the disciples mentioned here “know” the Bible 
and yet not truly understand what it means?  

Why are you studying the Bible? What is your desire or aim? 

If our aim is to know God, studying the Bible must be done in ________________ with Him. We 
must pray. We have to _______ and ________ to Him because God is the only one who can 
transform our hearts. 
Philippians 2:12-13 

Ezekiel 36:26-27 

From the Chapter on Prayer in Jen Wilkin’s Book Women of the Word 
Praise 

Admit 

Request 

Thanksgiving  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Know & Love Week 5- Reading in Prayer

Small Group Discussion 
• Pray together that God would open your minds and hearts to understand and be 

transformed by His Word. 
• Have someone read Exodus 20:1-17 Aloud 

• Observe: Moses is on Mt. Sinai where God is going to give Him the 10 Commandments—His 
rules for His people.  Where does God start (vs.2)? What is His “introduction”? How does this 
lead into the 10 Commandments? 

• What is the second commandment? What is God asking of His people? 

• How does God describe himself in verses 5 and 6? 

• Interpret:What does it mean for God to be jealous? Why is He jealous?  Is jealousy a good 
attribute or a bad attribute? How is God’s jealousy different from sinful jealousy? 

• What does it mean for God to visit iniquity? Is God’s wrath justified? Why is it just for Him to 
punish people who do not believe? Why is it just for God to punish those who create and serve 
idols? Why is it just for God to punish sin? How can Hell and eternal damnation be just? 

• Paraphrase (or write in your own words) Exodus 20:4-6. What is Moses’ main point? 

• Apply: How are we prone to breaking the second commandment? Where do we create and 
worship idols? It may help to ask yourself: How do you spend your time? How do you spend 
your money? What do you think about when you have nothing else to think about? What is 
your primary concern in life? 

• How should we respond to God’s jealousy for His glory and wrath against sin and evil? What 
do these attributes of God mean for us? 

Pray that God would show us where we are creating idols and serving them. Repent of this 
sin. Thank God for His jealousy and wrath. Thank Him that He is both merciful and just. 
Thank Him that Jesus has taken the wrath of God in your place.  Pray that you would live 
for God’s glory.  
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Know & Love Week 5- Reading in Prayer

Day 1- Romans 16:25-27 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
Read Romans 16:25-27 three times. 

This conclusion to the book/letter of Romans is perhaps the most difficult passage we have 
studied to date because of the style.  This is a doxology- “doxa” is Greek for “glory” and “logos” 
is Greek for “word.” It is a “word” meant to bring “glory” to God.  Because this passage is full of 
rich phrases that build on one another, we are going to go verse by verse and phrase by phrase.   

First, let’s focus on verse 25.   
Observe: What does it say? 
 Who is “him” in verse 25? 

 What is He able to do? 

 How does He do it? 
   according to _____________________________________ 
   (according to)____________________________________ (implied) 
   according to _____________________________________ 
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Romans 16:25-27 

25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of 

Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 

26 but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known 

to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience 

of faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.



Know & Love Week 5- Reading in Prayer

Interpret: Let’s break each of these down and try to understand what Paul means.  
First, we are strengthened by God according to the gospel.  The word gospel means “good 
news.”  What is the good news that Paul is referring to?  (Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-8) 

Second, we are strengthened by God according to the preaching of Jesus Christ. Read 1 
Corinthians 2:1-2. What does Paul say he preaches about? 

Third, we are strengthened by God through the revelation of the mystery.  The word “mystery” 
here is something secret, and Paul uses the word mystery throughout his writing when talking 
about the gospel.  Why does he call the gospel a mystery revealed?  What was hidden (though in 
the prophetic writings according to verse 26) before Christ and was revealed in His life and 
death?  (Read Ephesians 3:1-9, especially vs.6) 

Now, let’s move on to verse 26.  Again, let’s go phrase by phrase.   
Observe: How was the mystery from verse 25 made known or disclosed? 

 To whom was the mystery made known? 

 Why (for what purpose) was the mystery made known? 

Interpret: What are the prophetic writings that knew the mystery (Galatians 3:8)? 

 Why would it be significant that the gospel had been made known to all nations? (Read  
 Romans 1:16, Ephesians 3:6,8) 

 What does “obedience of faith” mean? (Read Romans 1:5, Romans 5:19) 

Reread Romans 16:27. We are going to commit this verse to memory this week. On Day 2, we 
will unpack this verse more fully, but for now, reread this verse a couple more times, and then 
write it down on a card or piece of paper (or type it into your phone).  If you learn by writing, 
maybe write the verse several times. 

Pray that God would teach you more about Himself through this passage.  Thank Him for 
the things He showed you today about Himself. 
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Day 2- Romans 16:25-27 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word.  
Read Romans 16:25-27 three times. 

On Day 1, we worked through verses 25 and 26.  Today we will study the end of the 
doxology, verse 27. 
Observe: What is our wise God deserving of? 

Interpret: How does God receive the glory forevermore? (Look back at verse 26 and at Matthew 
5:16) 

This summer, we are studying the attributes or characteristics of God through a series called 
“Behold Your God.”  So far we have seen that God is infinite (Isaiah 40:12-13), independent 
(Isaiah 40:22-23), eternal (Psalm 90:2), unchanging (Psalm 102:27), sovereign (Genesis 50:20), 
gracious (Exodus 34:6), holy (Isaiah 6:3), and jealous (Exodus 20:5).  What attributes or 
characteristics do you see of God in Romans 16:25-27? 

Look up the word glorious in a dictionary and write a definition below. 

What does it mean for God to be glorious? See Exodus 14:17-18, Psalm 19:1, and Psalm 96:3 

Purpose: Where does Romans 16:25-27 fit in the metanarrative of the Bible?  (creation, fall, 
redemption, or restoration) Do you see elements of the metanarrative retold here? Where do we 
see the fall or a sin problem?  Where do we see God redeeming His people? 

Take a few minutes to meditate on (think about/pray) Romans 16:27.  Read it to yourself 
several times, and then try writing it or saying it without looking at the verse.  Check behind 
yourself and see what words you do not have memorized yet. 

Pray praising God for His gloriousness.  His holiness is on display for all to see and 
proclaim.  Tell God where you see that He is beautiful and great, perfect and pure.  Pray 
verse 27 to Him- to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Lift His name 
high. Proclaim His glory! 
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Day 3- Romans 16:25-27 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
Read Romans 16:25-27 twice. 

Interpret (cont.) 
Paraphrase (or write in your own words) Romans 16:25-27.  

Take a few minutes to meditate on (think about/pray) Romans 16:27.  After reading it, try to 
recite it from memory.  Let these words be more than something we memorize; let them become 
the words we live by.  Continue to pray and meditate and practice this verse this week.  Hide 
God’s Word in your heart and allow Him to create a new heart within you. To God be the glory! 

Apply 
Today we are going to ask ourselves what our response should be now that we know that God is 
glorious. How can God be glorified in us?  How can we display the glory of God?  
Romans 16:25-27 tells us that God is glorified when the gospel- the good news that Jesus Christ 
conquered sin and death once and for all for those (Jew and Gentile) who love Him— is made 
known to all nations and then people from all nations respond in obedience of faith.  
The language here mirrors that of the Great Commission in Matthew 28:18-20.  Read this 
passage and note the similarities and connections with Romans 16:25-27.  

Fulfilling the great commission—bringing the gospel to all nations, baptizing people in faith, and 
teaching them obedience—brings glory to God. 
• Are you personally living a life of obedience of faith? (revisit Matthew 5:16 or read Romans 

12:9-21) 

• How are you contributing to God’s mission to take the gospel to all nations?  Where are you 
sharing the good news that others may respond in obedience of faith? 

•  How are you encouraging others to live lives of faithful obedience? 

• How can God be more glorified in you?  How can you better display the glory of God? 

Pray that God would be glorified in you. Pray that everything you do would bring glory to 
His name. Pray that others would look at you and see God lifted high.  Pray that you would 
live a life of faith and obedience.  Pray that God would show you to whom He is calling you 
to take the gospel message. To the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ!
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