
Ezra & Nehemiah- Week of August 27

Day 1- Ezra 5-6 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
Read Ezra 5:1-6:12 two times. As you read, circle God’s name. 

Remember at the end of Ezra 4, because of the opposition the people were facing, the work on 
the house of the Lord stopped.  Ezra 4 ends in despair and defeat—it seems that God and His 
people have lost.  In Ezra 5, what do Zerubbabel and Jeshua do? 

Verse 1 makes a connection to 2 prophets of that time.  What did Haggai and Zechariah 
prophesy? See Haggai 1:1,7-8 and Zechariah 1:1-3. 

The people of God meet some opposition again from Tattenai and Shethar-bozenai, two local 
leaders.  This opposition does not seem to be as harsh, but they are questioned about what they 
are doing in Jerusalem in Ezra 5:3-4.  This time the work on the temple does not stop.  
According to the passage, why does the work continue? (vs. 5) 

The questioners, Tattenai and Shethar-bozenai write a letter to King Daruis to inform him of 
what is going on.  They tell him that they have questioned the people, and they tell him the 
people’s response.  What was the people’s response to their questioning (Ezra 5:11-17)? 

King Darius receives this letter and launches an investigation of his own.  What is his response 
(Ezra 6:6-12)?  

What significance in there in King Darius’s words, especially in Ezra 6:12? Why would Darius, 
a king who probably did not know God, respond this way (think back to King Cyrus in 
Chapter 1)? 

We noticed in Ezra 1 (and in Exodus 12:31) that God freed His people for a specific purpose.  
This purpose is mentioned again in Ezra 6:10.  Why does God continue to provide for His 
people?  What is His mission? 

Pray that God would teach you more about Himself through the book of Ezra.  Thank Him 
for the things He showed you today about Himself.  Thank Him that His power is made 
perfect in our weakness. He has overcome the world.  Thank Him that His mission will not 
fail— He will free His people to worship Him. His name will be glorified!  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Day 2- Ezra 5-6 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word.  
Read Ezra 6:13-22 two times.   

After King Darius’s decree, the work on the house of the Lord continues, and in verse 14 what 
happens? 

Who is acknowledged in verses 13-15 for the role they played in the reconstruction of the 
temple?  Why would all of these names be mentioned?  What is the author showing us? 

When the temple is complete, what do the people of God do? 

In verse 17, the author says there was a sin offering for all Israel.  What sin(s) are being 
sacrificed for here?  How had the people of Israel sinned? (see Ezra 5:12, Rom 3:23) 

In verse 18, the people begin to set up their leadership “as it is written in the Book of Moses”.  In 
verses 19-21, they observe Passover, and in verse 22, they keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  
What are they trying to do?  Why are these collective actions significant? It may help to read 
Exodus 12:1-20 where these practices were first established and 1 Kings 8:62-66 after the 
Israelites built the first temple. 

Verse 22 serves as a conclusion to the first half of the book of Ezra.  Write this verse in your 
own words.  What is the author saying? 

Take a few minutes to meditate on (think about/pray) Ezra 9:9.  This week we will focus on 
the face that God “has extended to us His steadfast love before the kings of Persia”.  Do you see 
why Ezra would talk about God like this?  God did not leave His people in exile, but instead He 
extended His love and brought them back home. Continue to pray through and practice Ezra 9:9 
this week. 

Pray to God thanking Him that He completes His mission.  He will finish what He starts.  
Thank Him that throughout all kings and kingdoms, He is in control.  Confess your sin to 
Him and celebrate the work of the Lord in your life.  He has paid for your sins so you have 
reason to be joyful.  His steadfast love endures forever.  Praise His name.  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Day 3- Ezra 5-6 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
Read Ezra 5-6.  

Observe & Interpret 
Outline Ezra 5-6. Write a brief summary phrase for each section: 
 Ezra 5:1-5  __________________________________________ 
 Ezra 5:6-17 __________________________________________ 
 Ezra 6:1-12 __________________________________________ 
 Ezra 6:13-15 __________________________________________ 
 Ezra 6:16-22 __________________________________________ 

What can we learn about God from Ezra 5-6, especially in light of what we saw in Ezra 4? 
What characteristics or attributes of God do you see in this passage? 

Apply 
Read Psalm 33:13-19.  What does this passage tell us about God?  How have we seen these 
attributes of God in the book of Ezra? Who is the hero and main character of the book of 
Ezra?   

If we think about the leaders in Ezra, we see that there are prophets who are speak from God to 
the people.  There are priests who intercede for the people and offer sacrifices to cleanse them of 
their sin.  Then, there are kings who rule.  None of these leaders is sufficient.  No prophet can 
fully speak for the Lord.  No priest can cleanse them of their sin.  And no king has total power or 
can rule them justly and perfectly.  They are all pointing to the need for a greater leader.  How is 
Jesus the perfect prophet (Acts 3:22-25, John 1:1,14), priest (Hebrews 7:20-28), and king 
(Ephesians 1:21-23)? 

What does it mean for you for Jesus to be the perfect prophet, priest, and king? 

In Ezra 5:11-16, we saw the people of God’s response when questioned about their work and 
whose authority they worked under.  The boldness of the people’s words and actions is powerful.  
Where did this boldness come from?  God’s people are still technically under the rule of Persia 
at this point. But who do they boldly say they serve? Do you have this boldness in your life?  Do 
you speak this confidently in your God? Do you act in the assurance that He is in control? 
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There are so many different opinions on styles of worship.  There are options on music and 
teaching and locations and dress and how we minister to youth and children.  The Hebrew people 
definitely worshipped differently from us.  We do not observe the Passover or the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, but not everything has changed. Look at the end of Ezra 6:18.  What 
truth(s) about our worship today can we take from this passage? 

Continue to pray through and practice Ezra 9:9. We serve a God who did not leave His people 
in slavery, but extended His steadfast love to them.  He rescued them in Egypt, brought them out 
of exile here in Ezra, and ultimately, He rescued us from slavery through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Praise God that His Word became flesh.  Every promise He made came true in Jesus 
Christ.  He is God with us—Immanuel.  Praise God that He is the perfect priest.  He has 
interceded with God on our behalf and made a sacrifice for our sins once and for all.  
Thank Him that He is the perfect king.  He is in control of all, and He is a perfectly good, 
just, and loving king. Ask God to give you boldness to proclaim His name and to carry out 
the tasks He gives you.  Worship the Lord according to the Word of God.  Ask God to 
continue to open His Word to you that you would know Him and worship Him more fully.  
Pray for Philip as He seeks to understand the Word of God to lead us in worship according 
to His Word this week. 
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