
Ezra & Nehemiah- September 10th- 24th (Homecoming is September 17th)

Day 1- Ezra 9-10 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
Read Ezra 9-10. As you read, highlight any reference to mourning (tearing garments, 
weeping, pulling hair, trembling, fasting, etc.) 

At the beginning of chapter 9, Ezra becomes aware of a sin that the people have committed.  
What sin do the officials tell him about? (Also see Deuteronomy 7:1-5) 

What is Ezra’s initial response to this sin? 

Ezra’s prayer in verses 6-15 is a prayer of confession to the Lord.  What stands out to you in the 
prayer?  What is Ezra’s heart in this prayer?   

In chapter 10, while Ezra is mourning the sin of the people, they are made aware of their sin.  
They assemble and weep bitterly over their sin.  What do they suggest moving forward? 

What is Ezra’s response to their suggestion? 

When the people come back together in Jerusalem, what does Ezra tell them to do? How do they 
move forward? 

Is this passage about interracial marriage?  Why does God forbid that His people marry foreign 
women?  Is God forbidding interracial marriage? (See Ezra 6:21) Consider women like Rahab 
and Ruth.  They were foreign women who became part of the people of God.  You can also look 
at passages such as Genesis 12:1-3, Exodus 12:37-38, and 2 Corinthians 6:14-15. What is God’s 
key concern with who His children marry? 

Pray that God would teach you more about Himself through the book of Ezra.  Thank Him 
for the things He showed you today about Himself.  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Ezra & Nehemiah- September 10th- 24th (Homecoming is September 17th)

Day 2- Ezra 9-10 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word.  
Read Ezra 9-10.   

What sin have the people of Israel committed? 

How do Ezra and even the people of Israel respond to seeing their own sin? How do they 
act?  What do they say? 

In Ezra 9:4 and 10:9 there are references to the people trembling.  Why would they tremble? 

How aware are you of your own sins?  Do you see where you are not loving God as you have 
been called to?  Do you see where you are worshipping idols and putting people or things about 
the one true God?  What does Satan have a hold on your heart, mind, actions, etc? Do you feel 
the weight of your sin? 

How do you respond to seeing your own sin?  When you read the Word of God and become 
aware that you are not living as God asks, do you tremble? Are you repentant like Ezra and the 
people of Israel?  Are you mourning the separation between you and God?  Are you confessing 
your sin and turning from it?  Are you fasting and praying? Are you weeping? 

Take a few minutes to meditate on (think about/pray) Ezra 9:9.  God did not leave us in our 
faithlessness, just as He did not leave the people of Israel.  Though they turned from Him, 
enslaved to their sins,  deliberately disobeying the law of the Lord, God did not leave them.  
Instead, He came to their rescue, and He comes to our rescue too.  Continue to pray through and 
practice Ezra 9:9 this week. This is our last week in Ezra. Commit these truths to memory. 

Pray to God confessing your sin. Mourn the evil that is so prevalent in our hearts and lives.  
Ask Him to help you feel the weight of your sin.  Repent of your faithlessness.  Praise God 
that our failure is not the end of the story.  Praise God that He did not leave us in our 
faithlessness.  He sent His Son to be the ultimate sacrifice on our behalf.  Thank God that 
through Christ’s blood, we can be saved and restored to God. Jesus is our intercessor, going 
to the Lord for us. 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Ezra & Nehemiah- September 10th- 24th (Homecoming is September 17th)

Day 3- Ezra 9-10 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
Read Ezra 9-10.  

Observe & Interpret 
Outline Ezra 9-10. Write a brief summary phrase for each section: 
 Ezra 9:1-2  __________________________________________  
 Ezra 9:3-15  __________________________________________  
 Ezra 10:1-5 __________________________________________  
 Ezra 10:6-17  __________________________________________ 
 Ezra 10:18-44 __________________________________________ 

How does the book of Ezra end?  Does this ending seem appropriate? Why? 

Interpret & Apply 
The call to the people of God throughout Ezra 9-10 is for them to separate themselves.  Is this a 
new idea for the people of God?  

Like the people of God in the time of Ezra, we must be careful to marry brothers and sisters in 
Christ (2 Corinthians 6:14-15).  Is that the only area of life where we should separate ourselves 
from nonbelievers? 

What does it mean for us to separate ourselves?  Read Ephesians 5:1-14 and Romans 12:1-2. 

Why do we separate ourselves?  Read James 1:27.   

Do these passages mean that we should not interact with nonbelievers?  Read Matthew 5:13-16.  
What does it mean for us to be salt and light in this world?  How can we separate ourselves 
from the world while still being salt and light? 

Page !  of !3 4



Ezra & Nehemiah- September 10th- 24th (Homecoming is September 17th)

What is the general storyline of the book of Ezra? Summarize the book in 5 sentences.   

What did you learn about God in the book of Ezra? (Continue to pray through and practice 
Ezra 9:9.) 

Praise God that we are His chosen people.  Praise Him that He has called us to Him.  Praise 
Him that He didn’t leave us in exile in our sin, but He rescued us.  Pray that He would 
show you how to separate yourself from the world.  Pray that He would keep you from 
being polluted by the world around you.  Pray that He would transform your heart by the 
renewal of your mind so that you can discern His will.  Pray for transformation and revival 
in our church.  Pray that God would continue to build us into the people He has called us to 
be. 
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