
Ezra & Nehemiah- September 10th- 24th (Homecoming is September 17th)

Day 1- Ezra 9-10 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
Read Ezra 9-10. As you read, circle any reference to … 

At the beginning of chapter 9, Ezra becomes aware of a sin that the people have committed.  
What sin do the officials tell him about? 

What is Ezra’s initial response to this sin? 

Ezra’s prayer in verses 6-15 is a prayer of confession to the Lord.  What stands out to you in the 
prayer?  What is Ezra’s heart in this prayer?   

In chapter 10, the people are made aware of their sin.  They assemble and weep bitterly over 
their sin.  What do they suggest moving forward? 

What is Ezra’s response to their suggestion? 

Pray that God would teach you more about Himself through the book of Ezra.  Thank Him 
for the things He showed you today about Himself.  Thank Him that He controls the hearts 
of kings!  He is sovereign.  Thank Him that He extends his steadfast love to His people. He 
is gracious.  Thank Him that His hand is on us.  He leads, protects, and provides for us.  We 
have an protective, loving Father!  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Ezra & Nehemiah- September 10th- 24th (Homecoming is September 17th)

Day 2- Ezra 7-8 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word.  
Read Ezra 7-8.   

Ezra 8 begins with a list of who went with Ezra from Babylon to Jerusalem.  In verse 15, Ezra 
realizes that there were no sons of Levi.  How does Ezra wisely handle that problem? 

In Ezra 8:21-23, Ezra proclaims a fast and prayer for their protection on their journey.  Why did 
Ezra not ask the king for protection?  What does Ezra believe about God? 

In verses 24-34, Ezra distributes the treasures amongst the leaders for the journey.  Why does 
Ezra do this?  What wisdom do you see in Ezra’s decision? 

At the end of Ezra 8, the second wave of people, with Ezra, arrive in Jerusalem safely.  
What do they do first?  Why? 

These two chapters of Ezra show the beautiful mystery of divine sovereignty and human 
responsibility.  Ezra serves as an example to us of a godly leader.  He is wise and courageous, 
and we praise his leadership of the people. Do you see how the author has interwoven the 
sovereignty of God and the responsibility of Ezra?  Where do you see Ezra’s strength as a leader?  
Where do you see God leading, protecting, and providing? Would Ezra and the people have 
returned safely without God’s provision?  

Take a few minutes to meditate on (think about/pray) Ezra 9:9.  This week we will focus on 
the end of the verse.  God has saved His people “to grant us some reviving to set up the house of 
our God, to repair its ruins, and to give us protection in Judea and Jerusalem.”  God freed His 
people in the book of Ezra to worship Him, and He frees us now for worship. We pray for revival 
in the house of our God.  Continue to pray through and practice Ezra 9:9 this week.  We will 
spend a couple more weeks on this verse. 

Pray to God thanking Him that He uses willing servants like Ezra.  His hand is on His 
people.  Acknowledge that our best efforts are useless without His hand.  Our wisdom and 
courage are empty if He is not at work.  Pray that God would bring revival in the house of 
our God, and that He would put His hand on willing servants like Cedar Shoals. 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Ezra & Nehemiah- September 10th- 24th (Homecoming is September 17th)

Day 3- Ezra 7-8 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
Read Ezra 7-8.  

Observe 
Outline Ezra 7-8. Write a brief summary phrase for each section: 
 Ezra 7:1-10  __________________________________________  
 Ezra 7:11-26  __________________________________________  
 Ezra 7:27-28  __________________________________________  
 Ezra 8:1-14  __________________________________________ 
 Ezra 8:15-20 __________________________________________ 
 Ezra 8:21-23 __________________________________________ 
 Ezra 8:24-34 __________________________________________ 
 Ezra 8:35-36 __________________________________________ 

Interpret & Apply 
Ezra is an impressive leader.  God’s hand is on Him, and He makes wise and courageous 
decisions.  How did Ezra become the man that we see in Ezra 7-8?  How does he know what 
the wise decision is?  Where does his courage come from?  Revisit Ezra 7:6, 10 & 11.  

God raises up leaders to shepherd His flock both in the book of Ezra and today.  Pray for your 
leaders and teachers.  Pray that God would give them a heart for His word like He did for Ezra.  
Pray that He would give your leaders wisdom and courage.  Pray that your leaders would seek 
Him and trust in His provision and protection. 

How should we desire to imitate Ezra?  How can we seek to have the wisdom and courage that 
Ezra had? What must we set our hearts on? 

Read Psalm 1.  What connection do you see between Psalm 1 and Ezra?  Do you desire this 
truth in your life? 

Continue to pray through and practice Ezra 9:9. Our God saves His people so that they can 
worship Him.  He brings them from slavery to freedom.  He is not just after physically rebuilding 
a place of worship.  God wants to rebuild His people.  He wants to revive His people for 
worship. 
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Ezra & Nehemiah- September 10th- 24th (Homecoming is September 17th)

Praise God that He is sovereign over everything that happens.  Praise Him that His hand 
guides us.  Praise Him that He protects and provides for us.  Praise Him that He raises up 
leaders like Ezra.  Pray for the leaders in our church.  Pray that they would be students  
and lovers of God’s Word.  Pray specifically for Philip as He seeks to understand the Word 
of God to lead us in worship according to His Word this week. Pray for revival in our 
church and in your own life.  Pray that we would delight in the law of the Lord and 
meditate on it day and night.  Pray that God would make us like a tree planted by streams 
of water which yields fruit.  Pray that everything we do in His name would prosper. Pray 
that we would have the faith that Ezra had when he called the people to pray and fast for 
safety that God will answer our prayers. 
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