
Ezra & Nehemiah- Week of August 20

Day 1- Ezra 3-4 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
Read Ezra 3 two times. As you read, circle the words “altar” and “offering(s).” 

Two leaders, Zerrubabel and Jeshua, along with their fellow priests and kinsman, begin the work 
of rebuilding the house of God.  What do they start with? 

Why are they building the altar?  What is their motivation and guide?  

“An altar was for sacrifices offered to God—all kinds of sacrifices, on ordinary days and feast 
days. Read in Exodus 29:38-46 about the daily sacrifices; in Leviticus 16:29-34 about special 
instructions for the seventh month; and in Leviticus 23:33-43 about the Feast of Booths.  Why 
was the altar (and by implications, the ceremonial system of worship) so important for the 
Israelites?” *question from K. Nielson’s study of Ezra and Nehemiah 

In the second half of Ezra 3, Jeshua and Zerubbabel take more steps toward rebuilding the house 
of God.  First, they appoint Levites.  What are Levites? What is their role? (you can also see 
Numbers 18 for a description of the Levites’ role) 

Once the Levites are appointed, what begins? 

There are mixed responses to the building of the temple.  How do the people respond?   

Read the words of praise in Ezra 3:11 again.  Do you recognize these words from Exodus 
34:6-7?  Read 2 Chronicles 7:1-3.  Why did the people chose these words to praise God in 
Ezra 3?  What would these words mean to the Hebrew people? What connections does the 
author want us to make? 

Why do some of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers’ houses respond differently to the 
progress on the temple? Why are some weeping while some shout for joy? (See Haggai 2:2-9) 
2 Chronicles 7:1-3 again and/or 1 Kings 8:1-11 

Pray that God would teach you more about Himself through the book of Ezra.  Thank Him 
for the things He showed you today about Himself.  Like the Hebrew people, praise and 
give thanks to the Lord for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever. 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Day 2- Ezra 3-4 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word.  
Read Ezra 4 two times.   

In Ezra 4, the Hebrew people begin to face opposition. What do the adversaries suggest at first 
(vs.2)?  Why do the Hebrew people refuse their offer? 

How do the adversaries respond to the rejection of their offer? 

The author of Ezra jumps forward in time and references later opposition that the Hebrew people 
faced.  The author is showing that the opposition against God’s people was ongoing.  He tells 
about a letter to King Artaxerxes of Persia (remember, Cyrus, a former king of Persia, had given 
them the order and means to return and rebuild—Ezra 1:2-4).  What does the letter say?  What is 
the adversaries’ argument to King Artaxerxes? 

It is good to be aware of the methods commonly employed by adversaries to halt God’s people 
and God’s work. What various methods of adversaries can you observe in this chapter? 
*question from K. Nielson’s study of Ezra and Nehemiah 

According to Ezra 3–4, in what various ways did the people deal with the adversaries 
surrounding them “Beyond the River” (the name given by the Persians to the province that 
included Judah and Jerusalem)? *question from K. Nielson’s study of Ezra and Nehemiah 

What happens in Ezra 4:24? 

This week we are continuing to work towards memorizing Ezra 9:9. Reread this verse a couple 
of times.  As we work towards memorization, we also want to truly understand this verse.  We 
are going to start with just the first phrase.  “For we are slaves.”  What did this mean for the 
Hebrew people in the book of Ezra? What does it mean for us today?  What are we enslaved to?  
Meditate on this portion of Ezra 9.  

Pray to God acknowledging your slavery.  Confess to Him that without Christ, we are dead 
in our trespasses, following Satan.  We face constant opposition, and we are defeated in 
battles with sin and evil.  Confess specific sins that defeat you.  Humble yourself before the 
Lord.  Ask God to continue to open your eyes as you study His Word this week that you 
may know Him more and be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 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Day 3- Ezra 3-4 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
Read Ezra 3-4.  

Observe 
Outline Ezra 3-4. Write a brief summary phrase for each section: 
 Ezra 3:1-7  __________________________________________ 
 Ezra 3:8-9  __________________________________________ 
 Ezra 3:10-13  __________________________________________ 
 Ezra 4:1-5 __________________________________________ 
 Ezra 4:6-16 __________________________________________ 
 Ezra 4:17-23 __________________________________________ 
 Ezra 4:24 __________________________________________ 

Interpret 
Paraphrase (or write in your own words) the progression of Ezra 3-4. What is the author’s main 
point? 

Take a few minutes to meditate on (think about/pray) Ezra 9:9.  On day 2, we meditated on 
our slavery to sin.  Today, let’s focus on the next phrase of Ezra 9:9.  “For we are slaves. Yet our 
God has not forsaken us in our slavery” Hold fast to this truth today.  We God did not leave us 
enslaved to sin.  God did not abandon us or give up on us.  He is with us.  Do you see 
connections between this truth and the work that is happening in Ezra 3-4? Continue to pray 
through and practice Ezra 9:9 this week. 

Apply 
Altars, sacrifices, and the ceremonially system of worship in the Old Testament can be difficult 
for us to relate to in today’s world.  Why don’t Christians today offer animal sacrifices at the 
altar? See Hebrews 10:1–25. *question adapted from K. Nielson’s study of Ezra and Nehemiah 

What are we called to sacrifice instead?  See Hebrews 13:15 and Romans 12:1-2. 

In Ezra, we see that God’s people faced constant opposition.  Jump forward to the time of Jesus 
and read his words to his disciples in John 15:18–20. Jump forward again to read the apostle 
Paul’s words in Ephesians 6:10–13. What do these words tell us about facing opposition as 
Christians today? *question from K. Nielson’s study of Ezra and Nehemiah 
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What can we learn about God from Ezra 3-4? What characteristics or attributes of God do 
you see in this passage? 

In Ezra 4:24, we see the work of God stop.  It probably felt like failure.  It may have seemed like 
God had lost.  What comfort do we have as Christians when it feels like evil has won?  (Read 
Colossians 2:13-25) 

Praise God that He was the ultimate sacrifice.  Thank Him for Jesus—the lamb that was 
slain to pay for our sins.  Offer your life as a living sacrifice to Him.  Ask Him to show you 
how to love and serve and worship Him more fully.  Praise Him that though we will face 
trouble and we fail, He has overcome the world.  Though we are in a fallen world, we can 
take heart because He defeated death and sin, once and for all.  We are in the midst of God 
redeeming His people.  Praise Him for His redeeming work now and for the promise of the 
restoration that is to come. 
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