
Ezra & Nehemiah-November 12th-19th

Day 1- Nehemiah 13 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His Word.  

In the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, we have seen God bring His people back from exile to 
Jerusalem.  We have seen the people rebuild the temple and wall.  We have seen the Word of God 
convict the people of their sin and bring them to worship.  The books of Ezra and Nehemiah are 
about the rebuilding of God’s people, and yet, when we get to Nehemiah 13, we see how fallen 
God’s people truly are. 

As we read Nehemiah 13, we are going to compare the people’s actions with the promises 
they made back in Nehemiah 10.  What sins are they falling back into?  Read & Compare: 
• Nehemiah 10:32-39 and 13:1-14 

• Nehemiah 10:31 and 13:15-22 

• Nehemiah 10:28-30 and 13:23-31 

What patterns do you notice? What impulses or desires in the leaders and the people might 
have contributed to the failures seen in these verses? What are the “heart sins”? 

How do Christians today struggle against such impulses as well? Do we have the same 
“heart sins”? 

Pray that God would teach you more about Himself through the book of Nehemiah.  Thank Him 
for the things He showed you today about Himself. Acknowledge your sinfulness to the Lord. 

Day 2- Nehemiah 13 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His Word. 
Reread Nehemiah 13. 

What sins were the people committing in Nehemiah 13? 

Find the repeated noun in verses 7, 17, and 27. ________________________ 
Find the repeated verb in verses 11, 17, and 25.    ________________________ 
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How does Nehemiah respond to the sins he sees?  How do you respond to his methods? 
Compare Nehemiah’s response to what Jesus did in John 2:13-17. How should we respond 
to the sin we see in our lives and the lives of others? 

Notice the words purify/cleansed in verses 9, 22, and 30.  How are we made aware, purified, 
and cleansed of our sin?  You can look at Ephesians 5:26, John 15:3, and 1 John 1:7. 

Pray confessing the sin in your own heart and actions to the Lord.  Tell Him the ways your are 
not honoring His house, not honoring Him with your financies, or not honoring the sabbath.  
Confess to Him how you are not separating yourself from the sin of this world.  Mourn your sin, 
but then rejoice because God has made a way.  Ask the Lord to cleanse you with His Son’s 
blood.  Pray that He would purify you through His Word.  

Day 3- Nehemiah 13 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His Word.  
Reread Nehemiah 13, as you read notice the “Remember” prayers that Nehemiah prays to 
the Lord.  What does Nehemiah desire?  What motivates Nehemiah?  How do his words point to 
both the darkness of sin and the hope that is to come? 

Malachi was a prophet at the time of Nehemiah.  Read Malachi 3:16-18.  What do we see here 
in Malachi’s prophecy about God remembering? 

Reread Nehemiah’s final words in verse 31.  What can God remember you for?  What good 
have your done for God? What good is God calling you to do? 

Pray thanking God for what He has shown you through Ezra and Nehemiah.  Pray that He would 
continue to rebuild His people here at Cedar Shoals.  Pray that He would rebuild you!  Pray that 
God would show you the good He is calling you to.  Pray that He would give you the desire and 
ability to honor and serve Him in whatever He asks.  Pray that at the end of your life (and 
sooner) you will be able to pray “Remember me, O my God, for good.”  

***Some questions and ideas from: 
- Precept Upon Precept’s Nehemiah- Rebuilding, Revival, and Restoration of the People of God 
- Nielson & Carson’s Rebuild: A Study in Nehemiah
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