
Ezra & Nehemiah- October 1st-October 8th

Day 1- Nehemiah 2:9-4:23 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 

Observe & Interpret 
Read Nehemiah 2:9-20.   
What is Nehemiah’s leadership strategy upon arriving in Jerusalem (vs.9-16)? Why do you think 
he does this? 

What does Nehemiah suggest to the people?  How does he “rally the troops”? 

What is Nehemiah’s response to the opposition in verse 19? 

What do we learn about Nehemiah (the man) from chapter 2? 

Read Nehemiah 3.  As you read, take note of all of the people mentioned.  Notice the different 
job titles and social status markers (rulers, servants, daughters, etc.). Pay attention to all the 
different parts of the wall and all of the different gates.  What details stand out to you? 

Why do you think the author did not simply say “The wall and gates were repaired by the people 
in Jerusalem”? Why did he give all of these details?  What is gained by being so specific? 

Apply 
How might this scene of work relate to the church today?  (Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31.) 

As an important member of the body of Christ, the church, what work do you see that 
needs to be done?  What is God calling you to do to “rebuild” His city? 

What are the effects of this kind of teamwork and servitude? What happens when God’s people 
work together for the good of His kingdom? 

Pray that God would teach you more about Himself through the book of Nehemiah.  Thank 
Him for the things He showed you today about Himself. Thank Him for the body of Christ 
and the work He has given us to do together. Pray that we would serve Him well as a team. 
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Ezra & Nehemiah- October 1st-October 8th

Day 2- Nehemiah 2:9-4:23 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word.  

Observe 
Read Nehemiah 4. As you read, circle all of the references to opposition, enemies, and 
anger. 

What is Nehemiah 4 about? Who are the major characters? What is happening and when? Where 
is this happening? 

How does Nehemiah respond to the opposition? (verse 9) 

Interpret 
If we look back at Ezra (especially chapter 4), we see that opposition is not new to the people of 
God.  Why do the people of God continue to face opposition? (See 2 Timothy 3:12 and John 
15:18-21) 

In verse 20, Nehemiah tells the men to come fight if they hear the trumpet sound a warning, but 
then he also tells them that “Our God will fight for us.”  Does Nehemiah trust in God or man? 

How do we see a practical example of the mystery of God’s sovereignty and our 
responsibility in Nehemiah 4? 

What is our hope in the face of opposition?  Read John 16:33. 

Apply 
Have you ever found yourself in a similar atmosphere of opposition?  How did you handle it? 

What does this mystery of God’s sovereignty and our responsibility look like in your life 
and in the opposition you face? 

Page !  of !2 4



Ezra & Nehemiah- October 1st-October 8th

Take a few minutes to meditate on (think about/pray) Nehemiah 1:9. Last week we focused 
on what God does.  God gathers His people and brings them home, and He does it all for His 
name’s sake.  Continue to pray through and practice this verse this week. Store God’s Word in 
your heart because it is your defense against the lies of Satan.  In the face of trouble, you can 
claim the truth that God will gather you as His child and bring you to Him.  Stand on this truth. 

Pray thanking God that in the face of opposition, He is our hope.  Thank Him that though 
we will face trouble in this life, He has overcome the world.  Pray that God would show you 
how to respond to opposition.  Pray that He would help you to pray and trust in Him when 
things are hard.  Also, pray that He would give you the wisdom and strength to take action.  
Ask Him to show you how to pray and set a guard in your life. 

 

Day 3- Nehemiah 2:9-4:23 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
Read Nehemiah 2:9-4:23. 

Observe & Interpret 
Outline Nehemiah 2:9-4:23. Write a brief summary phrase for each section.  Then, write the 
phrases in the margin of your passage. 
 Nehemiah 2:9-16 __________________________________________  
 Nehemiah 2:17-20 __________________________________________ 
 Nehemiah 3  __________________________________________  
 Nehemiah 4:1-5 __________________________________________ 
 Nehemiah 4:6-11  __________________________________________ 
 Nehemiah 4:15-23  __________________________________________ 
  
Interpret & Apply 
As Christians today, we do not typically face the threat of a foreign nation coming to attack, but 
do you have times in your life when you are giving it all you’ve got—and then you hit a brick 
wall of problems?  Problems that keep coming from people who aren’t on the same team?  
People who don't really understand what you are all about? What do Christians battle today? 
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Ezra & Nehemiah- October 1st-October 8th

What do we see about God in Nehemiah 1-4?   

How does our view of God shape our service?  How does our view of God shape how we 
respond to opposition? 

Read Philippians 2:1-10. How did Jesus serve? 

How did Jesus respond to opposition? 

How does this affect the way that we serve day by day, as part of His body? 

Pray through and practice Nehemiah 1:9. We have been talking about what this verse says 
about God, but the verse also has a lot to say about us.  What does this verse ask of us?  Continue 
to pray through and practice this verse these next few weeks. Commit this truth to memory. 

Praise God that Jesus emptied himself and became a servant.  Thank Him that Jesus 
became a man and was obedient even to the point of death on the cross. Bow on your knees 
and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  Pray that God would 
show you how to imitate Christ.  Pray that He would give you a heart for service and show 
you as a part of His body, where He is calling you to serve.  Pray that He would give you 
both Christ’s humility and His strength in the face of opposition.  Let each of us look not 
only to our own interests but to the interests of others. 

***Some questions and ideas from: 
- Precept Upon Precept’s Nehemiah- Rebuilding, Revival, and Restoration of the People of God 
- Nielson & Carson’s Rebuild: A Study in Nehemiah
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