
Ezra & Nehemiah- October 8th-15th

Day 1- Nehemiah 5:1-7:3 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 

Observe & Interpret 
Read Nehemiah 5.  Think back to Nehemiah 3.  What are all of the people of God in Jerusalem 
working on? 

In chapter 5 verse 1, it says that there was a great outcry from the people, specifically the wives.  
What kind of problems are they having?   

Why would they be having so many financial problems?  Why might the men not be cultivating 
enough crops? 

How does Nehemiah respond to their outcry?  How does he feel?  Why? 

What is Nehemiah’s first action when he hears the outcry and becomes angry?  What do you 
think that means?  How does his first response in anger challenge you? 

Do you agree with Nehemiah’s anger?  Were the people wrong in how they were handling 
finances in Nehemiah 5? Look up the following verses and record what God taught His people 
about caring for the poor, lending money, and charging interest: Exodus 22:25, Leviticus 
25:35-43, Deuteronomy 15:7-15, and Deuteronomy 23:19-20. 

What does Nehemiah demand of the people? 

Verses 14-19 are Nehemiah’s personal testimony.  Why do you think they made Nehemiah 
governor?  How does Nehemiah handle being governor?  What kind of leader is he? 

Apply 
We may struggle to apply these Old Testament passages to our finances.  Let’s look to the New 
Testament to see what else God has to say about our finances.  Read 1 John 3:16-18 and Acts 
4:32-35. 
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How do you respond to the injustice in our world?  Are you loving your brother as God loves 
you?  Are you giving what you have to meet the needs of others?  

When you look at the way that you live, the work you do, the way you handle your finances, can 
you say with Nehemiah, “Remember me, O my God, for good, according to all that I have done 
for this people” (verse 19)? 

Pray that God would teach you more about Himself through the book of Nehemiah.  Thank 
Him for the things He showed you today about Himself. Confess to Him where you are not 
using your resources to meet the needs of others.  Pray that God would show you how to 
live that you may be remembered for the good you do for His people. Thank you that one 
day injustice will end once and for all. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Day 2- Nehemiah 5:1-7:3 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word.  

Observe 
Read Nehemiah 6. As you read, take note of the various attempts to stop the work of 
rebuilding the wall.  Also note Nehemiah’s responses (inner and outer). 

Attempt to Stop the Work Nehemiah’s Response
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Nehemiah 6:10-14 shows a plot to get Nehemiah into “the house of God, within the temple.”  
Where do the plotters want him to go? What do they want him to do there? (Look at Numbers 
18:1-7 and note what you learn about who is allowed to enter the tent of meeting—the house of 
God prior to the temple being built.) What might be the reason that Nehemiah did not fall into 
this trap? 

Why is Nehemiah 6:15-19 so significant?  What do you learn about the wall? How long did it 
take? 

How did the wall get rebuilt in such a short time?  Why are other nations frightened?  What does 
this tell us about our God? 

What can you learn from Nehemiah and his leadership so far in this book?  What does this tell 
about Nehemiah’s relationship with God? 

Whom does Nehemiah fear?  
Take a few minutes to meditate on (think about/pray) Nehemiah 1:9. This verse is full of 
God’s promises to redeem His people, but it begins with “if you return to me and keep my 
commandments and do them.” We must respond in obedience to God’s call to be His people. 
Continue to pray through and practice this verse this week. 

Pray thanking God that in the face of opposition, He is our hope.  Thank Him that His 
plans cannot be thwarted.  He can do miraculous works even in the face of great 
opposition.  Thank God for the example set in Nehemiah’s fear of the Lord.   May we see 
that the fear of God is the beginning of all wisdom.  May we see that the Lord delights in 
those who fear Him and that His eye is on them. Blessed are we when we fear the Lord. 
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Day 3- Nehemiah 5:1-7:3 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
Read Nehemiah 5:1-7:3.  As you read, draw a box around every reference to fear/being 
afraid/frightened/etc. 

Observe & Interpret 
Outline Nehemiah 5:1-7:3. Write a brief summary phrase for each section.  Then, write the 
phrases in the margin of your passage. 
 Nehemiah 5:1-5 __________________________________________  
 Nehemiah 5:6-13 __________________________________________ 
 Nehemiah 5:14-19 __________________________________________  
 Nehemiah 6:1-9            __________________________________________ 
 Nehemiah 6:10-14  __________________________________________ 
 Nehemiah 6:15-19  __________________________________________ 
 Nehemiah 7:1-3  __________________________________________ 
  
Interpret & Apply 
There are many references to fear through the book of Nehemiah, especially in chapters 5 
& 6.  Make a list of the references below.  What or whom is being feared?  You can also look 
back at passages such as Nehemiah 2:2 and Nehemiah 4:14.   

How do Nehemiah’s actions reveal a fear of God (and not a fear of man)? Cite specific 
examples. 

Thinking back on Day 1 (Nehemiah 5), how would you summarize the connection between our 
fear of God and our treatment of the needy around us?  How do God-fearing people respond to 
injustice in our world?  

Thinking back on Day 2 (Nehemiah 6), how would you summarize the connection between our 
fear of God and our response to opposition from man? How do God-fearing people respond to 
opposition?  

Page !  of !4 5



Ezra & Nehemiah- October 8th-15th

Think a bit about fear and what makes you afraid.  Recall Nehemiah 4:14.  Read the following 
passages: Deuteronomy 6:13,24; Proverbs 29:25; Matthew 10:26-33; Hebrews 10:19-25. 
Meditate a bit on the wonder of fearing God and the confidence of approaching Him through His 
Son who came to banish all fear of His wrath by taking it on Himself, in our place.  How does 
the fear of God change our fear of anything else? 

Pray through and practice Nehemiah 1:9. Have you returned to God? Are you keeping His 
commandments and doing them?  

Ask God to give you a fear of Him.  Pray that He would allow you to stand in awe of Him.  
Claim the promises in His Word that fear of God will bring blessing and goodness and 
repentance and wisdom and friendship with the Lord.  Pray that He would allow that fear 
to fuel us in our fight against injustice.  Pray that He would break your heart for what 
breaks His.  Pray that He would show you how to use your time and resources to meet the 
needs of your brothers and sisters in Christ.  Pray that God would use your fear of Him to 
help you see past human opposition.  What can man do to us?  God is greater than any 
obstacle we face.  Pray that God would also keep your fear in check because God loves you.  
He sent His only son to die for you.  Through Jesus’ blood, we are saved.  His perfect love 
casts out all fear.   

***Many questions and ideas from: 
- Precept Upon Precept’s Nehemiah- Rebuilding, Revival, and Restoration of the People of God 
- Nielson & Carson’s Rebuild: A Study in Nehemiah
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