
Ezra & Nehemiah- October 15th-22nd

Day 1- Nehemiah 7:4-8:18 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 

Think back over Nehemiah 1-6.  Look back at your summaries for each section.  What has 
happened thus far in the book of Nehemiah?  What is God doing? 

Read Nehemiah 7. What is the state of the city and people of Jerusalem at the beginning of 
chapter 7? (see verse 4) 

What does Nehemiah decide to do? Why? 

What does “the book of genealogy of those who came up first” refer to? Look back at Ezra 2. 

The author then proceeds to list all of the people of God in Jerusalem.  This list may seem 
tedious or boring to us, but what does it tell us about our God?  See John 10:3.  

What stands out to you as you read this genealogy?  Why is this genealogy relevant or 
important? 

Nehemiah 7:73 is somewhat of a summary of all of Nehemiah 7.  What is the status of the 
people of God at the end of Nehemiah 7?  Where are the people?  What time of year is it?  Do 
some research to find out the importance of the seventh month. 

Pray that God would teach you more about Himself through the book of Nehemiah.  Thank 
Him for the things He showed you today about Himself. Praise Him that He is a God who 
knows our names.  He calls us out by name. Praise Him that He protects and guides His 
people from generation to generation to generation.   
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Day 2- Nehemiah 7:4-8:18 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word.  

Read Nehemiah 8. As you read, highlight every reference to the Law (the Book of the Law 
of Moses, the Law, the Book of the Law, the book, “it” etc.) 

At the end of chapter 7, the people of God were in their own towns.  Where are the people of 
God at the beginning of chapter 8?  Why? 

Who is Ezra? (Revisit Ezra 7:1-10  if needed to refresh your memory.) 

What does Ezra do?  What is “the Book of the Law of Moses”? What role do the Levites 
play?  What do they do? 

How do the people respond when Ezra reads the Law? Why do you think they respond this 
way? Read Hebrews 4:12. 

What does Nehemiah tell the people when he sees them weep? Why does he want them to 
rejoice? 

On the second day, the people of God return to hear and study the Word again.  What do they 
find in the Word of God?  What is their response to God’s commands?  (Read Leviticus 
23:33-44 and Deuteronomy 16:13-17 to better understand their actions.) 

Take a few minutes to meditate on (think about/pray) Nehemiah 8:8. This verse shows the 
progression from reading to understanding. Consider how you read the Word of God, listen to 
faithful teaching, so that the meaning of the word is clear for your understanding. Commit this 
verse to memory by reading it aloud or writing it multiples times. Let God use His Word to shape 
your heart for His Word. 

Pray thanking God that He has spoken to us in His Word.  Bow your head and worship the 
Lord.  Rejoice because the joy of the Lord is our strength.  In His Word, we find hope and 
joy.  Praise His Holy name!  Thank Him that His Word is living and active.  Ask Him to use 
His Word to penetrate your heart and judge your thoughts and attitudes.  
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Day 3- Nehemiah 7:4-8:18 
Pray that God would open your mind and heart to understand and be transformed by His 
Word. 
Read Nehemiah 7:4-8:18.  

Observe & Interpret 
Outline Nehemiah 7:4-8:18. Write a brief summary phrase for each section.  Then, write the 
phrases in the margin of your passage. 
 Nehemiah 7:4  __________________________________________  
 Nehemiah 7:5-73 __________________________________________ 
 Nehemiah 8:1-8 __________________________________________  
 Nehemiah 8:9-12          __________________________________________ 
 Nehemiah 8:13-18  __________________________________________ 
  
Interpret & Apply 
The people of God seem to respond in several ways to the Word of God.  Look back 
through chapter 8 and see if you see these responses.  You may want to circle or underline 
these (and similar) words to see the progression through the passage. 

1. Understand (notice all of the references! this is important!) 
2. Mourn (vs. 6, 9) 
3. Rejoice (vs. 10, 12, 17) 
4. Obey (vs. 16, 18) 

What prompted these responses from the people?  Does it say in the passage that Ezra was an 
exceptionally gifted preacher or teacher?  Does it praise the abilities of the Levites?  What was 
affecting the people?  Why were they so broken? 

Do you read the Word of the Lord?  When you read it, do you understand?  Are you seeking 
out “Ezras” and “Levites” to help you?  Are you reading on your own?  Are you coming to 
church with attentive ears (8:3) to hear Philip preach the Word of God? Are plugged into a small 
group where others can help “give sense” to the Word of God (8:8)?  

One author said that the Word of God reveals our sin.  Do you read and hear the Word of 
God and allow it to bring you to repentance?  Do you allow the Word of God to convict you of 
your sin?  Do you mourn your sin? Are you on your knees with your face to the ground before 
your God? 
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The same author acknowledged that the Word of God also reveals our savior.  In this 
passage, Nehemiah does not want the people to mourn.  He wants them to rejoice because the 
joy of the Lord is their strength.  Sin and death do not have the victory.  He takes our mourning 
and turns it into dancing.  Nehemiah reminds the people that God is greater than our sin.  Is 
your joy in Christ?  Where does your happiness come from?  Does Christ as Savior bring you 
joy? Is your hope in changing circumstances or is your hope in the One who never changes? 

On the second day, the people hear the Word of the Lord and immediately put it into action.  
Read James 1:22-25.  Are you a “doer” or just a “hearer” of the Word? Are you obeying the 
Word of the Lord? What commands for the Lord do you need to DO? 

Pray through and practice Nehemiah 8:8. Are you reading the Word of God and listening to 
the Word of God faithfully taught? Are you seeing to understand the Word of God? Commit this 
verse to memory and let God continue to use it in your life. 

Ask God to help you to hear and understand His word.  Ask Him to give you attentive ears 
as you read, come to worship, and participate in small groups.  Pray for the “Ezras” and 
“Levites” in your life, that they would help you and others understand the Word of the 
Lord.  Pray God would use His Word to reveal your sin.  Mourn your sin.  Pray that the 
Word of God would draw you to your savior.  Rejoice because the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.  He has made us glad!  Pray that you would not only understand the Word of 
God, but that you would obey it. Pray that God would help you to be a doer of His Word.  

***Some questions and ideas from: 
- Precept Upon Precept’s Nehemiah- Rebuilding, Revival, and Restoration of the People of God 
- Nielson & Carson’s Rebuild: A Study in Nehemiah
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